
 Local Authority meeting minutes 
 H

ere’s   w
hat  

 Continued on next page... 

 

 

Community: Yirrkala Date & time: Tuesday, 9th February 2016 @ 10 am 

Venue: Yirrkala East Arnhem Regional Council Office 

 

Attendance 

 
Members present (names): Mayila Maymuru, John Wunungmurra, Dipilinga Marika, Fabian Marika, Dhanagtji Mununggurr, Llirripaya 
Mununggurr (Chair) , Timmy Burarrwanga (Proxy), Barayuwa Mununggurr (Ex Officio) 

Apologies (names): Djapirri Mununggirritj, Kim McGregor (Liquor Commission) 

Guest / visitor speakers (names): Viv Blandy (Liquor Commission) Richard Fitowski, Sharron Norris, Renee Croton 

 

Meeting minutes 

 
Previous minutes ratified: Previous minutes (from LA Meeting 01/12/2015) were read out to the LA members by Richard Fitowski and 
they were moved by Dhanagtji and seconded by Mayila. 
 
The LA members also discussed the possibility of changing the Chair and queried both Sharon Norris and Richard on the process. 
Sharon advised that the LA members could approach their current Chair and see if he may want to resign due to his commitments 
elsewhere in community and being unable to attend every meeting. 

 
Agenda item 1. Welcome & apologies:  
 
Llirrpiya welcomed all LA members and guests and opened the meeting at 11:15 am. 

Confirmed



 

 
Agenda item 2:  Previous minutes ratified:  
 
Previous minutes (from LA Meeting 01/12/2015) were read out to the LA members by Richard 
Fitowski and they were moved by Dhanagtji and seconded by Mayila. 

Actions 

 
Who:  

When:  

 
Agenda item 3: Guest Speaker:  
 
Viv Blandy from the Liquor Commission introduced herself to the LA members and explained 
that she does the alcohol management plans for this region. She is currently putting a plan in 
place know as the Harmonization for Gambling and Alcohol. Viv also explained the outreach 
program to the LA members and asked for feedback from them about how successful they 
thought this approach was. The LA members expressed concern and started to suggest other 
possible avenues for rehabilitation and it was decided to set up a Special Meeting to address 
these specific problems.  Viv plans to visit Yirrkala again at the end of February and upon 
request from the LA members will let Richard know the dates she will next be here so that a 
Special Meeting can be held for the LA members to discuss all the alcohol, drugs and 
gambling related issues in community. The LA members also requested that Shane Flanigan 
be invited to the Special Meeting. Richard is to liaise and organize with Viv and Shane and 
have the LA members notified when an appropriate date has been set. 

Actions 

 
Who: Richard Fitowski 

When: Organize a Special LA 
Meeting with Viv Blandy and 
Shane Flanigan to attend and 
advise members on the date. 

 
Agenda item 4:Reports: 
 
4a):  Regional Council Report (response to issues raised in previous meeting) 
Previous minute’s action 1: Law process for Dumping Rubbish: Richard advised that there 
will be an update in the CEO report regarding bi-laws and will be read out later in the meeting. 
Previous minute’s action 2: LA members concern over local Food Van Business:  Richard 
met with Bob Small to discuss the concerns raised in the last meeting by the LA members in 
regards to the food van. Bob Small (Environmental Health) confirmed that the business is 
completely legitimate, meeting all requirements and having all the necessary licenses. The 
only way to put a complaint in would be if any customers of the Food Van become ill from the 
food being sold. 
Previous minute’s action 3: Quote for Coffee Bush Removal in Yirrkala: Richard informed 
the LA members of quotes received from YBE and Garreth (Nuwul Nursery). Garreth also 
addressed the LA members to explain his eradication plan and to answer any questions the 
LA members may have. 
MEETING TO MOVE TO CLOSED SESSION 
Sharon Norris left the room while the LA members discussed the quotes received.  Items 
considered during the course of the closed session are to be withheld.  
LA members decided to accept Garreth’s quote from Yirrkala Nursery and David Maymuru 
moved while John Wunungmurra seconded with all LA members in favor. 
Previous minute’s action 4: Community Hearse: Richard showed the LA members some 
photos of a hearse he was able to find for sale at a reasonable price, $17,000.00, with low 
kilometers on the odometer and in good condition. The LA members agreed to go ahead with 
the purchase of the funeral hearse vehicle and also added that they wished Gunyangara to 
have access to the use of the hearse as well. Richard asked if they wanted signage on the 
back, and if so what would the LA members want. The decided “Yirrkala and Gunyangara 
Funeral Car” is what they want on the back of the vehicle. This was moved by Dhanagtji and 
seconded by Mayila with all LA members in favor of the purchase of the Funeral hearse and 
the signage on the back of the vehicle. 
Previous minute’s action 5: Recycle Bin: Richard has advised this is currently in progress. 
Previous minute’s action 6: Reconciliation Action Plan: Richard advised the LA members 
that the last RAP is now finished and that council are currently working on a new one and he 

Actions 

 
Who: Richard 

When: 
1. To follow up with Will 

at the Art center 
regarding photo for 
the War memorial. 

2. Richard to advise LA 
members when 
Media Festival Reps 
are in town. 

 

Confirmed



 

will update the members when this has been finalized. 
Previous minute’s action 7: Litter Master: The littler master has been ordered and is 
currently in transit. Richard will advise LA members when it has arrived. 
Previous minute’s action 8: Power and Water Rep to be invited to LA meeting. Richard is 
still trying to organize this and was unsuccessful in having someone attend this meeting due to 
the Christmas and New Year Holiday period. 
Previous minute’s action 9: Buoys at boat ramp entrance: Richard advised the LA members 
that he has spoken to our grants officer in hope to secure a grant to put this plan in place. He 
will keep the LA members informed on the progress. 
Previous minute’s action 10: Youth, Sport and Rec Calendar: Has been sent to Djapirri, and 
the monthly calendar will continue to be emailed to Djapirri and displayed on our Yirrkala East 
Arnhem Regional Council office noticeboard. 
4b): CEO Report: 
Renee Croton read out the CEO report to the LA members also covering the action item 1 
from the previous minutes on information about by-laws for community members. 
4c); Financial Report: 
Richard read out and explained the financial report to the LA members. 
4d); Community Issues:  
Funeral Policy: Richard showed the members the form (Burial Application) now needing to be 
filled out before burial can take place and explained the new funeral policy and that plots are 
now going to be recorded for future reference. 
Headstones and Engraver: Richard also discussed the possibility of Yirrkala EARC making 
headstones to sell at a much cheaper rate than having to order them from Darwin and also the 
possibility of selling them to other communities. He showed the LA members a quote from DJ 
Fabrications for how much a headstone mold would cost - $1,300.00. The LA members 
approved the purchase of the Headstone mold. Llirripaya moved this decision and Dipilinga 
seconded with all members in favor of purchasing the Headstone Mold. Richard also showed 
the members a video of an engraver for plaques for headstones. LA members were impressed 
and were positive about the possible purchasing of engraver in order to also be able to have 
this service available locally as well in conjunction with the Headstone manufacturing. 
Resignations and Nominations: Richard advised the LA members of the 3 resignations from 
LA members. Richard then explained the process of nominating 4 more LA members (1 of the 
LA members first elected has passed). Nominations to be placed in the confidential box in the 
Yirrkala East Arnhem Regional Council office. 
War Memorial: Barayuwa and LA members all agreed that they would like a large, blown up 
photo (like a noticeboard/sign) of the old Yolngu people who were involved in service in the 
wars. They advised Richard of a particular photo currently at the Art Centre of the Yolngu 
warriors standing with spears with Army personnel. LA members requested Richard to liaise 
with Will from the Art Centre and organize the photo. 
Media Festival: All LA members approved that they are in favor of the Media Festival to be 
held here in Yirrkala. They have asked Richard to call the LA members when the Media 
Festival Reps are in town so that the LA members can meet with them and discuss further. 
This was moved by Dhanagtji and seconded by Fabian. 
Dhimurru Request of Assistance: Dhimurru have requested the assistance of the EARC 
workers to help re-bait crocodile traps in the area. They have offered to train them first in order 
to do this and also with the burial of the euthanized crocodiles. The LA members advised that 
this is not their decision and must be taken up with the custodians of the crocodile (clans with 
the Crocodile as their totem). The LA members advised Richard that the two clans needing to 
be approached are Gumatj and Mardarrpa. They also said it is up to Dhimurru to approach 
these two clans for permission, not the LA members or EARC staff. 
 

 
Agenda item 5: General Business/Any other business: 
 
5a): Freezer for safe keeping of bodies for Yirrkala: 
LA members expressed an interest in purchasing a freezer for the Yirrkala Yolngu people to 
use for storing bodies in as the current arrangement has to ask permission of other 
departments to have the use of theirs. Sharon Norris advised of a recent freezer purchased by 
Gapuwiyak community that was also on the back of the trailer (assisting greatly in moving a 

Actions 

 
Who: Richard 

Confirmed



 

 

 

body around more efficiently). The members agreed that they would like to get the same kind 
and have requested Richard to further investigate so that he can bring the information to the 
next scheduled LA meeting for Yirrkala. 
5b). BBQ facility for Yirrkala: 
The LA members have asked Richard to look into the process of having a BBQ facility 
installed somewhere in Yirrkala for the use of the local people. Suggestions were made for the 
fore-shore area or Rika Park. LA members also wanted to know more information on building 
a rock wall at the boat ramp (the same as the Boat Club at Ski Beach). 
5c): Invitation for NT Housing to attend next LA meeting: 
The LA members have Asked Richard to invite a NT Housing rep to the next LA meeting so 
that they can discuss the housing issues in Yirrkala and Birritjimi. 

When:  
1. Bring details of 

Freezer on trailer for 
bodies to the next LA 
meeting. 

2. Richard to bring 
information on BBQ 
Facility installation 
and rock wall at the 
boat ramp to the next 
LA meeting to update 
LA members. 

3. Richard to send letter 
of invitation to NT 
Housing to invite 
them to the next LA 
meeting. 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday, April 12th 2016 @ 10 am in the Yirrkala East Arnhem Regional Council office 

Meeting closed: 1:40 pm 

Chair name: Llirrpiya Mununggurr Signed:  

Confirmed




