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Attendance 

Members present (names):  
Mungurrapin Graham Maymuru (Chair), Djuwalpi Marika, Lirrpiya Munungurr, Fabian Marika, Djapirri Mununggirritj, 
Mayila Maymuru, Dhangatji Mununggurr, Banambi Wunungmurra 
 
 

Apologies (names):  None 

Guest / visitor speakers (names): Sharon Norris, Brett (EARC YSR), Peter Dunkley, Erin Mossley, Janine Bevis, 
Courtney Warr (NT Housing), Shane Flanigan, John Japp, Richard Fitowski, Renee Croton 

Meeting minutes 

Agenda Item 1.Welcome & apologies: 
Graham Maymuru (Chair) opened the meeting and welcomed all guests and LA members. Graham apologized for 
his inability to attend the last LA meeting that was scheduled due to other commitments. 
 
      

Agenda Item 2. Previous minutes / actions: 
The minutes for the previous meeting were read out to all the LA members by Richard Fitowski. They were moved 
by Djuwalpi and seconded by Dhangatji.  

 

Agenda Item 3. Guest speaker / visitor reports: 
3a) Shane Flanigan: Shane addressed the Yirrkala LA members about the escalating problem of sniffing within the 
Yirrkala community amongst the youth and young adults. Shane bought examples of the bottles they are using to 
sniff and how they are now also sniffing paint. Shane told members he is concerned about the kids being able to 
access the paint easily. He advised the members that he has spoken to all of the Stake Holders and Contractors in 
town about storing their volatile substances more securely, but also requested help from the community to report to 
police or himself if there are any Stake Holders or Contractors who are not abiding by these restrictions. Currently 
the security in Yirrkala for these volatile substances is rather poor. Shane also requested assistance from the LA 
members in helping him to identify who the youth and young adults are that are involved in the sniffing. Report either 
to him or the clinic if you know of any individuals practicing sniffing. There have been 6 deaths in the Northern 
Territory due to paint sniffing in the past year and it affects the heart badly. The Volatile Substance Management 
Plan has a set of rules that everyone in the community has to abide by and there is talk of reviewing it to try and 
enforce these rules more. The LA members decided a public meeting would be a good idea to address the problem. 
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Richard Fitowski offered to support the meeting and supply all the necessary equipment and Shane Flanigan 
requested an invite. 

At his point of the meeting we lost quorum due to Djuwalpi and Banambi both having 
to leave and attend other meetings. Time was 11:09 am. 
The chairman now addressed the remaining LA members about the importance of quorum. John Japp advised the 
LA members that Council now has a draft to go to Council to try and make some changes regarding LA policies. 
Looking at being able to sack members who are not attending, and also not paying fees for any members who don’t 
stay for the whole meeting. The LA members agreed this would be a good change. 
3b) Brett EARC Youth, Sport and Rec Manager: Brett spoke to the LA members about the new changes to the 
Sports Voucher Scheme. EARC now look after the SUS instead of the school. Brett asked the LA members on some 
feedback about what activities they may want to see put in place by EARC Y, S and R team. The LA members said 
they would like to see more cultural training. Brett advised that as long as the Dept running the program is registered 
and within the NT. The school does cultural training and maybe this can be tied in with Y, S and R activities. 
Dhangatji would like to see Yolngu music played more at the Youth Discos. Pete and Erin to check with Mulka about 
sourcing some more Yolngu music. LA members also wanted to know the possibility of getting a new score board for 
the football oval. Richard is to investigate further the costs etc. and report back to the LA members at the next 
meeting. School attendance is improving due to the Y, S and R program working in with the other agencies in town. 
3c) Courtney Warr (NT Housing): Courtney spoke to the LA members and advised that there was a HRG meeting on 
28th April. She also explained to the LA members that there are currently contractors in Yirrkala doing work and 
repairs on fixing up some of the NT Houses in town. Courtney assured all the members and guests present in the 
meeting that the contractors have very strict rules in having to store and secure Volatile Substances correctly. 
Courtney also explained that NT Housing is looking into improving the maintenance request system as it is currently 
not working very well. Courtney also told the Yirrkala LA members that she will find out whether NT Housing are the 
lease owners for the ceremony grounds. Courtney has said she will come to the next LA meeting and have an 
update for the LA members then.  

Reports 

Report A. Regional council report: 
1. John Japp spoke to the LA members about the Reconciliation Action Plan having it’s first review. 
2. Richard is to query Jeremy Keyes in regards to a monthly Newsletter for community with all the relevant 

Yirrkala events and community related information in it. 
3. LA members wanted more information on the changes that will be happing with the Child Care this year. It was 

decided that Carol (Child Care Manager EARC) would be invited to the next LA meeting to explain these 
changes in more depth to the LA members. 

Report B. CEO report: 
John Japp read out the CEO report to the Yirrkala Local Authority members. 

Report C. Financial report: 
Richard Fitowski read out and explained the financial report to the Yirrkala Local Authority members. 

Report D. Community issues: 
1. Richard updated the LA members on the wash out and the cyclone damage at Beach Camp and showed 

photo’s of how rocks had been used to fix the problem. The LA members stated that the causeway to Beach 
Camp is also in need of repair and they also wanted to know how to go about cleaning up the mess in the 
billabong. Richard advised that due to several large crocodiles who have been sighted in the billabong, it 
poses a health hazard, but he will investigate the options further and bring the information to the next LA 
meeting. An excavator may be needed to pull out the rubbish. 
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Agenda item 01 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 02 

 

 

Agenda item 03: GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 04 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 05 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 06 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 07 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  
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Agenda item 08 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 09 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Agenda item 10 

Description:  

Actions (who/when):  

Date of next meeting:  
 
7th June 2016 @ 10:00 am 

Meeting closed:  
Graham Maymuru (Chair) closed the meeting at 1:14 pm 

Chair name: Graham Maymuru Signed:  

 


