
 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MINUTES  
YIRRKALA 

 
Date: 16/06/2015 Time:    12:11pm                    Venue: YIRRKALA COUNCIL BUILDING 

Members Present: 
Djapirri Mununggirritj, Mayila (David) Maymuru, Fabian Marika, Djuwalpi Marika, Lirrpiya Mununggurr, Dhanagtji 
Mununggurr, Djawa (Timmy) Burarrwanga, Yananymul Mununggurr (Ex-Officio). 

   
Apologies: John Japp (EARC C.E.O.), Banambi Wunungmurra (President) and Barayuwa Mununggurr (Councillor) 
 

Guest/Visitor Speakers: 
AJ Campbell, Shane Marshall, Ben Waugh (Guest Speakers)  
Leigh Caffery, Renee Croton, Stacey Eley, Dianne Kearney, Sharon Norris 

Previous Minutes Ratified: 
Minutes Accepted. Moved by Timmy Barurrwanga and seconded by Fabian Marika 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

 
 
 
 

1. 

Welcome and Apologies: 
Leigh welcomed the LA members and opened the meeting at 12:15 pm.  
He reported the apologies and briefly went over the previous minute 
actions which were accepted and moved by Timmy Barurrwanga and then 
seconded by Fabian Marika. 

Regional Council Report: 
Leigh went over the previous actions from the last LA meeting that was 
held in April 2015.  

Rocky Bay Road Previous Action # 1: 

Shane Marshall spoke to Yirrkala LA members about the lease on Rocky 
Bay Road and that the matter was still pending with Rio. Action: Shane 
will bring information and any related documents to the next LA Meeting in 
August by which time there should be some progress made on this action 
item.   

Selected Cemetery Lease Previous Action # 2: 

Shane Marshall gave feedback about the possibility of leasing land for 
Cemetery grounds use. Again this matter is ongoing and negotiations 
have started with NCL and Shane will bring the updated information on 
this action item to the next LA Meeting scheduled for August. Action: 
Shane will present the Yirrkala LA members with an update on the 
situation at that time. 

Fleet Policy Exemption for Funeral Car/Hearse Action # 3: 

The application for an exemption from the Fleet Policy for the funeral 
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hearse/car is being tabled at the next Council Meeting. Ben explained that 
LA Project Funding has certain guidelines and rules that must be followed. 
So the LA Project Funding money can be used to purchase a funeral 
vehicle, but it is up to the community to pay for maintenance and fuel for 
the vehicle. It is also stated in the Local Government Act that any vehicles 
purchased with LA Grant funds cannot be used by individual families for 
private use, but only used to service the community. An update on the 
result of the Fleet Exemption after it has been tabled at the next Council 
Meeting will be given at the next Yirrkala LA meeting in August. Djuwalpi 
requested a quote on the cost of a toilet facility to be built at the ceremony 
grounds. Action: Richard is to bring quote of costs and relevant 
information about the toilet facility to the next LA meeting in August and 
also update LA members on funeral car 

Rubbish Dumping Signs Translated Previous Action # 4: 

Timmy has successfully translated the approved Rubbish Dumping signs 
for Yirrkala into Yolngu Matha. There is a woman at the school who just 
needs to proof read the translation and edit any spelling errors etc if 
necessary. Action:  Kat Hollis will be working in closely with Timmy to 
produce the signs to be displayed hopefully by the next LA meeting in 
August for Yirrkala. 

Problem Youth via Night Patrol Previous Action # 5: 

Timmy will be liaising with Night Patrol staff about the problem youth of 
Yirrkala and for Night Patrol to start recording names of problem kids. This 
is so that the parents can be informed and the community can start to take 
a harder approach to anti-social behaviour with our youth. The Yirrkala LA 
members have suggested some sort of form be put together (something 
similar to the Alice Springs Project for Youth) for parents to be given and 
sign off on. Action:  Renee Croton to investigate the Alice Springs Project 
and to put together an example form for the LA members to look over at 
the next LA meeting in August. Moved by Djuwalpi and seconded by 
Lirrpiya. 
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2. CEO Report: 
Ben Waugh read out the C.E.O’s report to the Yirrkala Local Authority 
members. A copy of C.E.O’s report was also given to every member so 
they have a copy to go over at home and read later.  Action: Renee is to 
print off a copy of the Draft Council Plan so that LA members and also 
members of the community can access this document at the CSD Office 
at any time if they wish to. 

EARC Interplan Action Report July 2014 to June 2015-06-16 
Ben Waugh went over the Report with the LA members.  A copy of the 
Interplan Action Report was also given to each of the Yirrkala LA 
members to take home and look over in their spare time. 

EARC Draft Budget Report 2015/20165  
Ben Waugh went over the Draft Budget report with the LA members and 
answered questions relating to the budget planned for the next financial 
year. A copy of this report was also given to the LA members for future 
reference.  
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3. Financial Report: 
Yirrkala Local Authority had their quarterly finance report last LA Meeting 
and is not due for one this time at this meeting, but in August there will be 
another to go over. 

  



 

4. Community Issues: Dhimuru have asked the EARC to put up either a 
boom gate or fence to cut off access to the beach camp cemetery. Leigh 
suggested bollards and the LA members agreed that this would be a good 
idea. 

  

5. 
a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Business: 

Proposed Gym Programme for Yirrkala Y, S & R Hall: 

AJ Campbell gave a power point presentation on the plans her and Peter 
(Youth, Sport and Recreation) have for the Yirrkala Rec Hall to become a 
community gym and to ask the LA members to support, assist and 
approve the proposed gym and the moving of money to pay for the gym 
equipment from the Yirrkala CSD project budget to the Yirrkala Y, S and R 
project budget. Ben explained to the LA Members that their approval was 
needed for the project to go ahead because Richard would like to give the 
Y, S and R team $20,000.00 to go towards gym equipment for the 
communities use. Ben explained that the CSD Department had made a 
profit over the last financial year and wanted to give the surplus budget 
money to the Y, S and R project as they had very little in their budget to 
go towards improving the facilities of the Y, S and R buildings and funds 
for any programmes they wanted to run to assist not just the youth in the 
Yirrkala community, but the whole community would in fact benefit from 
the Community Gym project that Pete and AJ have put together. AJ 
showed the LA members pictures of equipment they would like to 
purchase (and quotes) and letters of support from other relevant stake-
holders in Yirrkala. The LA members were very impressed and all present 
agreed that the community would benefit greatly from Pete and AJ’s 
proposal. AJ assured the LA members that there would be supervision at 
all times of the facility and its equipment to ensure the safe use of gym 
equipment and support from staff. The Yirrkala school, Clontarf and the 
AFL association have all shown great interest in working together with the 
Yirrkala EARC Y, S & R team to combine activities and pool resources to 
better cater to the needs of the Yirrkala youth. Pete has also pointed out 
the Yirrkala Diversion Programme clients will be assisting with putting this 
programme together for the community. All of the LA members were 
unanimous in supporting the moving of funds from one project budget to 
another and Lirrpiya moved this action and Mayila seconded it. 

LA  Project Funds and Operational Updates: 

Shane Marshall addressed the LA members and started off with bi-laws. 
Shane explained that by-laws take a while to be put in place and approved 
(it can be up to a year before they are in place) and this is because it has 
to be approved by Council at their meetings first and there is a long 
process with lawyers etc.  A few of the by-laws are near completion and 
will be trialled at each community individually. So an example of this is 
that Yirrkala may trial the Rubbish by-law, while Gapuwiyak will trial the 
animal by-law and Galiwin'ku will be trialling the curfew by-law. Each 
community will be trialling one (or 2 in a few cases) by-law for a year and 
after a year of the trial council will have an idea as to how the by-laws are 
working and whether there is any problems etc. 

Shane then spoke to the Yirrkala LA members about the Animal 
Management Programme. Djuwalpi voiced concern as to whether a 
Yolngu worker will be employed here in Yirrkala to work with the Em the 
Yirrkala based vet. Shane advised that this will be available in the new 
financial year and that the position will be advertised sometime after July 
the 1st this year. Shane also informed the LA members that to access vet 
services, community members are to go and see Dr Em at her new office 
and surgery which is now located at the bottom shed of the EARC yard in 
Yirrkala and to knock on the white door if the Animal Management Vehicle 
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is parked there, than Em will be inside. Djuwalpi had a number of 
questions concerning the Animal Management Programme. Action: 
Shane Marshall said that he would bring an update to the next Yirrkala LA 
meeting in August with the new financial year budget/plan for the Animal 
Management Programme to explain to the members. 

Shane then went on to explain the 10 year asset management plan for 
roads. When Ben was going over the Draft Budget plan with the LA 
members, they had noted the significant increase in the road budget from 
last financial year to the next one coming (2015/2016 Financial Year). The 
budget for roads had an extra $500,000.00 in the 2015/2016 financial 
year. Shane explained that over the 10 different communities, each year 
the EARC communities take it in turns to have their roads significantly 
upgraded. The financial year of 2015/2016 is the year that Yirrkala roads 
will be given priority to upgrade their roads more extensively. Shane went 
on to also explain that most of these funds are allocated to re-bituminising 
and pot-holing on Yirrkala’s roads. Shane also outlined that in the last 
financial year of 2014/2015 all of Yirrkala’s EARC projects were given 
approximately $4,042,000.00 million for the entire Yirrkala community. 

NT Housing: 

Yananymul spoke to the LA members and informed them that she had 
been to a large meeting held in Alice Springs last week. She spoke in 
length in Yolngu Matha to the other LA members and translated that for 
the minute taker as discussing the current housing problems. The biggest 
problem is still lack of housing and overcrowding which goes on to 
contribute to health problems, school attendance problems and more. 
After the LA members discussed at length the NT Housing problems and 
how it is very unclear, since the EARC lost the NT Housing contract, as to 
how it is now structured and who and how to address the community 
housing problems to.  The LA members collectively agreed that a letter of 
offer is to be sent (and addressed to Courtney) to attend the next LA 
meeting so the members can ask questions of her and get a clearer 
perspective on the issues of the NT Housing problems. Action: It was 
decided by the LA members that Renee will put together a letter of invite 
to Courtney from the Yirrkala Local Authority to attend the next meeting 
held in August. All the members agreed to this action and Lirrpiya moved 
it and it was seconded by Timmy Barurrwanga. 

Changes to Centrelink and RJCP for 2015/2016 Financial Year: 

Dhanagtji informed the other LA members that there are significant 
changes that will be made to Centrelink and it’s payments/rules etc as of 
the 1st July 2015. He has requested that it please be announced on the 
Yirrkala Community PA System to inform all the community members of 
Yirrkala that big changes are about to occur relating to their benefits etc. 
This will give the local people of Yirrkala the opportunity to then contact 
Centrelink to find out what changes are being put in place and how it will 
affect them immediately instead of being surprised when the new rules 
come into play as of 1st July 2015 and to help lessen the impact of queries 
that MEP are expecting when the new financial year kicks in. The LA 
members all agreed that Timmy Barurrwanga should be the person to 
speak on the PA system and for him to first discuss what is to be said over 
the PA with Jeremy Keys who is manager at Miwatj Employment 
Programme Lirrpiya is also going to have the information faxed to our 
office so that we here at EARC also have an understanding of the 
changes and convey them to our clients if they ask us also. This was 
moved by Lirrpiya and Dhanagtji seconded this action. Shane Marshall 
also added to this topic by telling the LA members that an information day 
on the 23rd June by the Federal Government if the LA members would 
also like that added to the announcement for people to attend for 
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e) 

information. Shane also assured the LA members that there will be an 
update available at the next LA meeting for the LA members with all the 
relevant changes to Centrelink, CDEP and RJCP will be outlined for the 
members. Another action was agreed upon by the LA members. Action: 
Renee Croton to get in touch with Jeremy Keys and ask him if the 
numbers of RJCP workers we can have will change with the new 
Centrelink changes and a new financial year upon us. Currently EARC 
Yirrkala has 10 spots on our outside Parks and Gardens Team and 2 
Office RJCP positions available in the CSD building with Renee Croton. 

LA Funds Update: 

Leigh addressed the LA members and showed them and discussed the 
bollards quote while pointing out that the company that makes the bollards 
use 100% recycled materials. The LA members in previous meetings had 
requested more bollards to be placed around Yirrkala community for the 
safety of pedestrians (mainly smaller children) and also because of the 
aesthetic appeal. The LA members all agreed that they would like to 
approve the funds to go towards the bollards at the quoted price. Timmy 
moved this and Djarpirri seconded it. 

Leigh then went on to show the Quote from Luna Lighting for a large 
community portable light that is powerful enough to light up a football field 
at night. Again the LA members were all impressed and agreed that 
purchasing this light will definitely benefit the Yirrkala community. All 
members agreed to approving this purchase and Lirrpiya moved it and 
Mayila seconded it. 

Leigh then asked all attending if there were any further matters and none 
were brought up, so Leigh closed the meeting and thanked everyone for 
attending. 
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Date of next meeting: Tuesday, 18th August, at 11:30 am 

Meeting Closed: The meeting was closed at 2:10 pm 

Chair Name:                                                                                    Signed:                                                                                                              
Date: 


