
 
 

 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MINUTES 
YIRRKALA 

 
Date: 08/09/2015 Time:   9:52 am                     Venue: Yirrkala East Arnhem Regional Council Office 

Members Present: Graham Maymuru (Chair), Timmy Burarrwanga, Djuwalpi Marika, Dipilinga Marika, Djapirri 
Mununggirritj, Llirrpiya, Dhanagtji,  
 

   
Apologies: Barayuwa, Fabian Marika, Yananymul Mununggurr 
 

Guest/Visitor Speakers: MEP: Jeremy Keys, Emma Branigan and Lauren, NT Housing: Tim Appo, Garreth Wise (Yirrkala 
Nursery) and Emma Kennedy EARC Animal Management Programme.  
 
Visitors: Richard Fitowski, Sharon Norris, Renee Croton 
 
Previous Minutes Ratified: 
Richard Fitowski read out the minutes to the Yirrkala LA members and they were accepted and moved by Timmy 
Burarrwanga and seconded by Djuwalpi Marika. 
 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

1. Regional Council Report: 
Graham Maymuru (Chair) welcomed all guests, visitors and members to 
the meeting and opened the meeting at 9:52 am. 

Previous Minute Actions are listed below. 

Action 1: Regarding Rocky Bay Road lease an email was sent to Shane 
Marshall from the NLC stating that discussions on the topic are still 
ongoing. Shane advised he will update the Yirrkala LA members once he 
has received further information relating to this. 

Action 2: The Cemetery lease is the same as the Rocky Bay Road lease 
and NLC have advised Shane Marshall that this issue is as yet 
unresolved. Shane Marshall will again update the LA members when he 
receives more information. 

Action 3: The fleet policy exemption was approved for the funeral vehicle 
for ten years. 

Action 4: Toilet facility at Ceremony grounds is not a possibility through 
Council due to the fact that it is not our land and the lease  

 

  

2. CEO Report: 
Richard Fitowski read out the CEO report to the LA members and 

  



 

explained that Code of Conduct Policies will be distributed at the next 
meeting. This was moved by Llirrpiya and Djarpirri seconded it. 

3. Financial Report: 
Richard read out the Financial Report and showed the graphs to the LA 
members. Djarpirri moved this and Llirrpiya seconded it. 

  

4. Community Issues: 

4a) A Mobile Food Van was proposed to the LA members by Angela 
Waite explaining that if successful it will run from Monday to Friday 
between 11am and 1pm. This was accepted and moved by Mayila and 
seconded by Djarpirri. Richard has also been requested by the LA 
members to find out what Council can do about the local troop carrier 
selling food at night time, and how to advise them of having to use the 
proper channels and get NCL approval. 

4b) Richard showed the LA members the Hearse classifieds and prices 
and advised that he was unable to find a second hand hearse less than 
ten years old that is within the allotted grant money. Djarpirri suggested a 
normal vehicle to be purchased with the capacity to fit a coffin in it. 
Richard is to bring this information to the next LA meeting. 

 

4c) The 80 Year Anniversary for Yirrkala will be held in the second last 
week of September 2015 and Djarpirri has requested EARC assistance. 
Richard approved the use of the Yirrkala EARC Sound System, Chairs 
and Tables, Party Ice, Slushy Machine and Jumping Castle to support the 
celebration. 
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Richard to find 
out about the 
troop carrier 
selling food after 
hours and find 
out what licences 
they may need or 
have them 
advised to do it 
through the 
correct 
procedures. 

Richard is to 
bring examples of 
vehicles that can 
be used as 
hearses and can 
fit a coffin in 
them. 

5. General Business: 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 
5a) Jeremy, Emma and Lauren from MEP: Emma addressed the Yirrkala 
LA members and explained to the members what the changes that have 
happened relating to Centrelink and RJCP. Emma explained that 
everyone who receives welfare payments must now participate in an 
activity programme and timesheets must be accurate and handed in 
before payments will be finalised. Payments will also stop for people who 
do not attend their appointments with the employment providers. Jeremy 
then addressed the LA members explained that these changes are 
Australia wide for ALL people receiving Centrelink benefits. Jeremy 
addressed the LA members on Barayuwa’s behalf; the discussion was 
predominantly in Yolngu Matha. Lauren then addressed the LA members 
about her wishes to start a Women’s Group Activity with starting an Op 
Shop and a few other ideas to generate work and money back into the 
community. 

5b) Tim Appo from NT Housing: 

Tim told the Yirrkala LA members that NT Housing is currently trying to 
find a company to take over the housing contract. The two contracts they 
currently have are Housing Maintenance Officer and this person will be 
able to come to the house to inspect the properties, and fix little jobs that 
are $300 or under to fix. Yirrkala are yet to have a Housing Maintenance 
Officer (like a handy man). Community Housing Officer is the second 
contract available and will be doing more of the Administrative side of the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

housing contract. Tim explained to the LA members that a company 
needs to apply to be eligible to win these contracts from NT Housing. Tim 
also went on to explain why NT Housing is no longer building at Beach 
Camp, because it is within the 100 year flood level. 

5c)  Emma Kennedy from EARC Animal Management Programme: 

Emma addressed the Yirrkala LA members and gave them an update on 
the EARC AMP. Emma explained that the clinic is now open on the other 
side of the Yirrkala Council Office bottom shed. The basic focus is to de-
sex the cats and dogs and also treat parasite control. Emma advised she 
will be in the new clinic and available Monday to Friday from 9 am to 3:30 
pm, and she also stated that she has an open door policy for the local 
Yirrkala residents. Emma showed some examples of some of the animals 
she had treated over the last two months. Em also let the members know 
that flea collars and tick collars are available to be bought from her clinic 
in the hours that Emma has stated the clinic will be open. Emma also 
advised the LA members that no animal will be refused treatment. Em 
also welcomed Phillipa back to the role of Animal Management Officer 
and she will be covering Gapuwiyak, Yirrkala and also Gunyangara. 

5d) Garreth Wise from Yirrkala Nursery: 

Garreth spoke to the LA members about the weed management 
programme and how much of the coffee bush has been removed, but also 
that there is still a long way to go. Garreth advised that large coffee 
bushes are being used by youth to hide in when sniffing (and evidence 
supports this of what is being found in amongst the coffee bushes.) 
Garreth also let the members know that Rio Tinto are also taking action in 
Nhulunbuy to try and eradicate the coffee bush problem. Richard 
suggested that the LA members may be able to use some of their LA 
Grant money to get a contractor in to wipe it all out and set up a 
programme. East Arnhem Regional Council Municipal Services are unable 
to meet the demands of being able to manage this problem. The LA 
members responded positively and thought this was a good idea and 
asked Richard is to bring a quote to the next Yirrkala LA meeting.  
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To bring a quote 
to the next LA 
meeting for the 
removal of the 
coffee bush in 
Yirrkala. 

 

 

Date of next meeting: 13th October 2015 at 9:30 am 

Meeting Closed: 2:05 pm 

Chair Name:                                                                                    Signed:                                                                                                              
Date: 


