
 
SPECIAL MEETING – DISASTER RECOVERY CO-ORDINATION 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MINUTES  
GALIWIN’KU 

 
Date:  03.03.2015 Time:    2pm                          Venue:  Council Conference Room, Galwin’ku 

Members Present: 
Don Wininba, Bettina Danganbarr, Evelyna Dhamarrandji, Mark Laparruwuy, Rosemary Gundjarrangbuy, David 
Yanggarriny, Dorothy Yunggirrnga, James Bayung 
Proxies Present: 
Elaine Guymun 
Ex-Officios Present: 
Kaye Thurlow, Mavis Danganbarr. 
 
Apologies: 
Jennifer Birrkanngu, Danny Dangatanga (2), Nancy Gudaltji – Members 
Alfred Gondarra – Ex-Officio 
   
Prayer: 
Elaine Guymun 

Guest/Visitor Speakers: 
Matthew Hutchinson (GEC), Simone Gianelli & Darren Johnson (Recovery Co-ordinators), Brian Hughes (Camp 
Director), Ben Millington (NSW Fire Services), Shane Marshall (Director Technical Services EARC), Red Cross Team 
Leader 
Election of Chair:  
Kaye Thurlow volunteered for the position 
Moved:  Bettina Dananbarr 
Seconded:  Dorothy Yunggirrnga 
Previous Minutes Ratified: 
This is the first of the Disaster Recovery Co-ordination meetings; therefore, there are no previous minutes to ratify. 
 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

1. Chairperson, Kaye Thurlow the guest speakers/visitors , members, 
proxies and ex-officios to the first  Disaster Recovery Co-ordination 
meeting after the CAT 4 Cyclone named “Lam” devastated our beautiful 
Island on the 19th February this year. . 

  

2. Previous Minutes / Actions  - no previous minutes and/or actions to 
discuss 

  

3. Guest Speaker / Visitor Reports: 
Matthew Hutchinson (GEC) introduced himself to those he not yet met 
and provided an overview of his role and responsibilities. 

Matt outlined the payments that persons who were here at the time of the 
cyclone could apply for, but emphasised some of these payment s were 
subject to strict rules of eligibility:   

• NT Government - $1200 maximum per family; 
• Australian Government - $1,000 per adult + $400 per child where 

the family home had been badly damaged); 
• Centrelink Payment of  $495 per person. 

In addition goods ie fridges, freezers, televisions can be order through 
ALPA, but all goods must be paid for in full at the time of ordering….NO 
CREDIT ALLOWED. 

Simone Gianelli provided an overview of the Recovery Program to date 
that included daily meetings with contractors, government and non-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
government agency representatives, traditional owners and elders and a 
broad representation of the community.  Simone emphasised the work to 
date completed by the contractors was outstanding.  In addition outlined 
the role and responsibilities of the Recovery Co-ordinators to ensure there 
is representation across all government and non-government 
organisations; to co-ordinate contractor’s activities and monitor work 
schedules to ensure there is a continuous efficient and effective delivery 
of recovery works and in particular restoration asap of essential services. 

Simone on behalf of Power & Water provided the following report: 

1. approximately one-third of the community had power and water 
re-connected in a few days of the cyclone occurring; 

2. testing on buildings and occupied houses had been completed 
and deemed to be SAFE 

3. the remaining sectors of the community would be restored over 
time as lines and support equipment was brought back on line; 

4. the reconnection of power and water to some homes was subject 
to advice from Dept of Housing; 

5. some homes only required minor works so the services could be 
quickly reconnected; 

6. where a property was determined to have major work this was left 
until a schedule was compiled; 

7. advised there would be ongoing blackouts for the next month 
while urgent maintenance work was completed on the “Feeders”. 

Brian Hughes introduced himself, although, many knew Brian in his 
previous position of School Principal of Shepherdson College.  Brian 
advised that he had been appointed to the position of Camp Director.  It is 
envisaged the camp would be ready for occupation in approx.. 1 week, but 
this was subject to all the equipment being received and the services 
connected.  Brian advised that he was not in a position to advise the exact 
procedure regarding the relocation of families into the camp at this stage, 
but would provide updates as the work progressed. 

Ben Millington introduced himself and advised that it was his responsibility 
to have the equipment delivered to the Island, have the tenants erected 
and the bedding etc installed.  Other parties would be responsible for the 
connection of power and water and establishment of the remaining areas 
for the camp. 

Shane Marshall (EARC) provided written advice regarding the roads, state 
of the council owned buildings, clean up and waste management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Community Issues & Updates: 

4.1   GAWA Road:  Shane Marshall advised that Gawa roadwork was 
underway, but major work was required to fully rectify all the damage to 
this road.  He advised that EARC Engineer Julie Lambert would be 
arriving in Galiwin’ku on Friday and would carry out full assessments of all 
roads on the Island. At present the GAWA road work was up to the 22klm 
mark with approx.. 35klms to go.  The road was not only being cleared, 
repaired, but also widened on the right hand side going to Gawa.  This 
roadwork is anticipated to be completed by Tuesday 10th March. Shane 
pointed out that the road work at present was only on the GAWA road and 
not the access roads to the respective homelands along the way.  These 
works would be addressed immediately after the completion of the primary 
GAWA road. 

4.2  Housing:  Advice received that 60-70 homes were currently being 
assessed re major work.  The future of these dwellings would be 
determined from the outcome of the structural engineer’s reports. There 
are currently no final outcomes regarding the provision of new homes until 
all the processes regarding the assessments have been completed. 

4.3  Traditional Owners Involvement:   Currently, it appears that 20 
families will be relocated to the new camp.  There is only a small number 
of people who have remained in the Shepherdson Hall/Shelter.  There will 
be an open discussion with the traditional owners and families prior to the 
relocation to the new camp.  It was acknowledged that there had been a 
great partnership between the families and the organisers with the support 
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of the traditional owners.  Kaye Thurlow clarified for those not familiar with 
the current arrangements that a shipping container would be provided for 
each family to store their personal belongings and furnishings while they 
are in the camp, all goods will be listed as stored and there will be a digital 
lock on the door. Bulk storage of multiple family’s goods is not accepted. 

4.4  Camp.  Brian Hughes stated that he supported Kaye Thurlows’’ 
advice regarding the strength of Local Authority group to assist with the 
work in progress.  Brian advised that 3-4 Yolngu at this stage had been 
employed to assist with the management of the camp.  He stated that 
rules were being established and he would ensure they would always be 
fair to everyone.  In addition acknowledged the work the Community 
Police and the Night Patrol were providing for the camp.  He further stated 
that it was important that children housed in the camp went to school as 
normal.  He explained the current hall/shelter once fully evacuated would 
be converted into a mess hall for distribution of food to the camp families 
only.  There would be 3 meals a day served by the 2 chefs and 4 kitchen 
hands that had been employed to provide all food services.  Each tent 
would be numbered and have stretcher beds etc, but families were 
welcome to bring their own bedding and minimal belongings with them.  
Brian Hughes advised the final staffing structure was 1 x Camp Director, 1 
x Camp Manager, 4 x Shift Supervisors (Wardens).  Brian emphasised 
that no dogs or cats were allowed to housed with the families in their 
tents.  It is believed that this will become a major issue as the families 
occupy the tenants.  Already several packs of dogs have taken up 
residence around the empty camp. 

4.5  Local Authority Involvement:  Kaye Thurlow stated the Local 
Authority would retain a role in any final decisions regarding the progress 
of the recovery of the community. 

4.6  People Want To Stay Here:  Dorothy Yunggirrnga stated she had 
been talking to a lot of the community and they all said they wanted to 
stay in the community rather than being relocated off the island. 

4.7  Upgrade of Existing Oval:  All planned upgrade work on the oval will 
have to be placed on hold while the tent city is occupying the site.  This 
will have to be discussed by the LA at future meetings as the AFL season 
is due to commence in the near future.  

4.8  Location of Temporary Oval Site:  There was a heated discussion 
regarding the location of a temporary AFL oval for the coming season 
while the camp occupied the existing football field.  Shane Marshall had 
suggested that the old market garden that was easily made ready into a 
football and was central to the whole community was the most convenient 
site.  Don Wininba strongly objected and stated that the site for the new 
football oval planned in the future at Buthan was the obvious choice and 
he as the President of the AFL Club had a right to choose.  Shane 
Marshall advised Don Wininba of the obstructions currently on this site 
and why he was unable to support his recommendation at this stage.  IN 
addition the remote location from the majority of the community at this 
stage would also place pressure on transportation resources to get people 
to the area.  Don Wininba was not happy with this situation and left the 
meeting. 

4.9  YSR:   Rowan Busettil advised the group of the proposed YSR plans 
to assist in keeping local young people occupied and active.  In addition 
that the Regional Council Youth Sport & Recreation were collaborating 
with Dept of Sport & Recreation on the planning of sporting activities.  
Rowan advised there would be a community bbq at the basketball courts 
on Wednesday 4th March this was to lift spirits and to encourage children 
to return to school that was re-opening on Thursday 5th March.  He also 
advised that more community bbq’s would be planned.  All those present 
voiced their appreciation regarding the planning of these events.   

4.10  Messages to the Community:  With the assistance of Mavis 
Danganbarr ((IEO) and others in the community messages in Yolngu and 
Balanda had been regularly delivered throughout the community so 
people could be aware of progress in the works, but also to advise them of 
upcoming events including the planned implementation of “Curfew” time 
for the school age children.  This message was being focussed on 
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because of the high percentage of children that were not attending school 
prior to TC Lam.  These messages prior to the Media Centre becoming 
operational were delivered by loudspeaker from a vehicle driven by the 
Community Police and the Night Patrol. 

4.11  Mental Health Issues:  A representative from Red Cross advised 
those present there had a serious increase in the number of mental health 
issues in the community.  To date Centrelink had registered nearly 30 
cases and it was known there had been 1 attempted suicide.  Additional 
resources being brought into the community to assist in supporting and 
counselling the community as it is believed there are more cases than are 
presently known.  Advice was given that this is not unusual after such a 
traumatic event and in particular the number of people who had been 
displaced from the security of their homes. 

A strong message was given to watch out for your family and friends and 
if you notice any difference in their normal behaviour to go the Miwatj 
Health Centre, Marthakal Health Clinic or contact Red Cross who were all 
there to help.  

4.12 Gambling:  The community concerns regarding these activities are 
increasing.  At present with much higher priorities to address it was 
agreed that the Night Patrol/Community Police and the community should 
monitor the situations.  It was agreed by all present that with the additional 
money coming into the community through relief payments that this 
activity would escalate.  It was also agreed that no gambling should be 
allowed in the camp area.  It is know that some of the families that will be 
relocated to this area are gamblers and with the good lighting in the area it 
has the potential to be a major problem on site.  The Camp Director said 
he would be holding discussions with his support staff and this would be 
closely monitored. 

 

 

 

 

Ongoing 

5. General Business: 

5.1  Chief Minister to visit Galiwin’ku:  Simone Gianelli advised that the 
Chief Minister would be visiting Galiwin’ku on Wednesday 4th March.  Tim 
Appo would drive him around the community.  At this stage it was 
understood he would meet with the community at the EARC Conference 
Room at 10am, then inspect the Camp and then the School.  Kaye 
Thurlow stated she was pleased the Chief Minister was coming early to a 
community meeting as both she and Mavis Danganbarr had to fly out at 
2pm. 

5.2 Lyn Walker (MLA):  Kaye Thurlow advised the group that Lyn Walker 
(MLA) would also be attending at the same time the Chief Minister was in 
Galiwin’ku. 

 

5.3 Change Rooms (Toilet Block/Showers):  Shane Marshall advised 
the the plumbing and sewerage connect to the long awaited toilet/shower 
block was in progress and would be used by the occupants of the camp.  
There was some humour in the group when Shane Marshall gave this 
advice with the mention “that we had to have a cyclone to finally receive 
all the approvals so the work could get underway”. 

5.4  Cleaning Kits:  Advice was received that 300 cleaning kits were 
being assembled by ALPA and would be distributed firstly to those 
families relocating to the camp.  Others would be delivered by the RJCP 
to the Homelands and where required. 

5.5 Night Patrol:  CSM Diana Roper advised that Night Patrol would 
retain the current working hours of 8pm – 12midnight and would be 
working collaboratively with the Community Police to return school age 
children home by the agreed Curfew – “Sleep Time”.  The hours 
recommended were 10pm Sun – Thur and 11.30pm Fri and Sat.  All 
members and proxies in attendance agreed with these hours.   
Moved:  David Yanggarriny 
Seconded:  James Bayung 
Elaine Guymun stated from his contact with the community children were 
scared of the Police.  Bettina Danabarr gave an example of how the 
Community Police /Night Patrol would operate.  Her son is on the road 
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after the curfew.  The Community Police and/or Night Patrol will 
encourage the child to go home and will drive them home to ensure they 
are safe. 
 
5.6  Sunrise Alliance:  Jeffrey advised everyone that Sunrise Alliance 
have been given the Alpa Training Centre to continue their services to the 
community.  This was because the office had been totally destroyed in the 
cyclone. 
 
5.8  Cultural Awareness:  Mavis Danganbarr advised that with the influx 
of contractors and strangers to Elcho Island that it was important that 
these people be made aware of local cultures and there should be a 
document given to them upon arrival or before coming to the Island if 
possible that outlined significant issues relating to the Yolngu people and 
the community. 
 
5.9  Emergency Teams:  Kaye Thurlow asked Simone Gianelli how long 
will the emergency teams be here? And how long before control will be 
handed back to the East Arnhem Regional Council and the community 
organisations?  Simone Gianelli advised the emergency teams would only 
stay as long as they are required and that the handover to the EARC 
would be when all the recovery works were completed.  Simone 
emphasised that the NTG saw it important for the community to return to 
normal as soon as possible. 
 
5.10 Satellite Television:  Kaye Thurlow raised serious concerns 
regarding the lack of action in regard to replacing/resetting of the satellite 
television.  Ms Thurlow stated that this media was of high priority for the 
community that has limited to mediums to know what is happening 
elsewhere.  In addition families used this media for social interaction, 
keeping children occupied and being educated as well as for general 
enjoyment. 
 
5.11 Register of Incoming People:  CSM Diana Roper recommended a 
register to record people’s details who are visiting the island whether they 
be contractors, general visitors or short term employees of an 
organisation.  CSM offered to assist with the development and maintaining 
of the register. 
 
5.12 Procedures:   It was agreed by Local Authority group that a full 
review of the Community Safety Plan should be undertaken in the near 
future.  The review to include pre-cyclone, the event of the cyclone, the 
responsibilities and actions of the community and the police, the post 
cyclone activities include those of the NT Government and others.  CSM 
Diana Roper offered to liaise with the respective local representatives and 
arrange a meeting in the next month.  Diana Roper advised that she had 
been keeping a diary of events as well as actions that needed reviewing.  
The Local Authority membership agreed with this proposal. 
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Approx. 1 months 
time. 

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday, 10th March @ 2pm 

Meeting Closed:4.30pm 

Chair Name:  KAYE THURLOW 
 
Signed:  ________________________________ Date: 


