
 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY MINUTES  
Yirrkala 

 
Date: 20/10/2014 Time:                    10 am          Venue: Yirrkala Council Office 

Members Present: 
Djarpirri Mununggirritj, Munungurrapin (Graham) Maymuru, Mayila (David) Maymuru, Fabian Marika, Wayilu 
Wunungmurra, Sam Marika,  Dhanagtji Mununggurr, Lirrpiya Mununggurr 
 
 
 
 
 
Ex-Officio: Banambi Wunungmurra 
   
Apologies: 
None 

Guest/Visitor Speakers: 
John Japp, Richard Fitowski, Renee Croton 
 
Observers: Treacy Harry, Sharon Norris. 
Previous Minutes Ratified: 
 
Accepted: Moved by: Lirrpiya Mununggurr and Seconded by: David Muymuru 
 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

1. Regional Council Report: 
Previous Actions: 

1a).  Street Lights and Speed Humps: Richard informed LA members that 
the Night Patrol staff now report any broken street lights to him and they 
are then fixed promptly. Richard also told LA members that there will be 5 
more speed humps installed, that EARC have received them, they just 
need to be installed. Sam Marika requested that one of the speed humps 
be placed in front of his house as he has concerns for his grandchildren 
and also his health due to traffic going past too fast and creating dust, 
which is then blown into his dwelling. Richard suggested maybe 2 on 
Boundary Road, 2 on Recreation Road and 1 on Webb Way. Richard also 
explains that YBE will be starting maintenance on the road shoulders 
within the next week or two. Richard also informs LA members that the 
next road project is planned for Yirrkala, but won’t commence until the 
next financial year, where EARC will be financially able to seal the roads. 

Sam Marika requested a “Ceremony in Progress” sign to be placed at 
Recreation Road and the road to be blocked, to stop people driving 
through the ceremony area.   

1b). Rocky Bay Road: Richard queried whether the maintenance done to 
Rocky Bay road by Leigh Caffery and the Municipal Services team had 
been noted and if the LA members still wanted to send a letter to Rio 
requesting they fix up the road.  The LA members still wish to go ahead 
with the letter to Rio from the President – Banambi Wunungmurra.  

The rubbish being dumped on Rocky Bay Road was raised again as a 
concern; LA members want it to stop. Richard explains it is not the 
responsibility of the EARC, however previously our Municipal crew have 
cleaned it up (taking 3 weeks to do so), yet the problem is still occurring.  
Djarpirri suggests an Announcement be done over the Loudspeaker and 
gave her permission to have another sign put up, this time stating:  “NO 
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MORE DUMPING RUBBISH UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE LAND 
OWNER”. Djarpirri also suggested the prisoners clean up the rubbish that 
is currently there as it is a mess being caused by local Yolngu, and a letter 
can be drafted and sent requesting this.  Letter to Prison Camp is moved 
by David Maymuru and seconded by Wayilu Wunungmurra. 

Djarpirri requests a “Ceremony in Progress” sign to be placed on the 
Rocky Bay Road and all public access to be cut off from that road until 
further notice, due to ceremony. 

1c). Playground to be built on Old Playground Site: Richard informed LA 
members that the site is owned by NT Housing. A long discussion 
followed among the LA members as to how NT Housing acquired this 
land? The issue will be raised at the next Housing Reference Group 
meeting by the LA members who are also on that board. 

1d.)Governance Training: Treacy explained that they are still trying to 
organise Governance Training and will know more after Wednesday and 
will be able to let the LA members know by next meeting. 

1e). Power Outage and concern for health: Generators have now been 
installed to pump the sewerage during a blackout, this will prevent 
contamination. There are also two new water tanks currently under 
construction for Yirrkala which will improve the water pressure problems 
during blackouts. The Clinic is responsible for all their out patients who 
rely on power for health reasons (i.e. dialysis and nebulizers). 

1f). Community Issues to go on Agenda passed through the Chairman: 
This has been put in place. 

1g). Letter to Twiggy Forrest: John Japp explains the Twiggy Forrest 
report and also informs the LA members that he will have an outline of the 
27 recommendations (found within the report) at the next LA meeting held 
in December. Richard queried the LA members if they still wanted to send 
a letter requesting Twiggy Forrest attend one of their LA meetings. The LA 
members stated they still wish for a letter to be sent to Twiggy Forrest and 
his organisation asking him to attend an LA meeting to explain the report 
to the LA members. 

1h). PM’s visit/schedule: All actioned. 

1i). Driveway Maintenance: EARC are responsible for the driveway only to 
the fence line (boundary). NT Housing is responsible for all maintenance 
and upkeep within the fence line/boundary of the property. 
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2. CEO Report: 
John Japp explained the CEO report to the Local Authority members, and 
went through the report. 

  

3. Financial Report: 
EARC are still waiting for the Financial Report to be finalised. It will be 
available at the next LA meeting in December. 

  

4. Community Issues: 

4a). LA members raised concerns over the pricing at the local Yirrkala IGA 
store. It was agreed amongst the members that Sam Marika would raise 
this issue with the Community Group. Sam also advised the other board 
members that ALPA would take over once the lease has expired for the 
current Management running the shop. 

4b). Sam Marika also raised the issue that a grave required digging. 
Richard informed LA members that EARC would pay for it as long as it is 
in the allocated public cemetery and that EARC need a lot of notice 
beforehand to organise it. 

4c). All the LA members agreed to move and second al the above 
mentioned Reports and Community Issues. Moved by Lirrpiya 
Mununggurr and seconded by David Maymuru. 
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5. General Business: 

5a). Training Centre Use: Richard explains that the Dept. of Business 
representatives came to the last meeting (which didn’t reach quorum) to 
speak to the LA members.  They wanted to ask the LA members if they 
had any ideas on how better to utilise the training centre. One idea that 
came up was that it be used to teach local Yolngu driving lessons, and 
instruction. 

5b). Richard spoke to the LA members about the LA Grant Money and 
suggested the members start thinking about what they may wish to spend 
the grant money on. Last year’s grant was spent on the Jumping Castle 
and Slide and has been a great success within the community. Next 
meeting the LA members will start to discuss what they may like to spend 
the money on and to put forward their suggestions. 

  

Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 3rd December 2014 at 10 am to be held at the Yirrkala Council Office. 

Meeting Closed: 12:48 pm 

Chair Name:  Munungurrapin (Graham) Maymuru                                                     Signed:                                                                                                              
Date: 


