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Community  
 Community Advisory Board Minutes   

Date: 9th April 2014 Time: 1:45 pm Venue: Yirrkala Multi Purpose Hall 
Members Present: Banambi Wunungmurra, Barayawa 
Mununggurr, Djarpirri Mununggurritj, John Wunungmurra, David 
Maymuru, Graham Maymuru, Lupangi Mununggurr, Dhanatji 
Mununggurr 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
Apologies:  
 
Guests: Richard Fitowski, Leigh Caffery, Lynda and Irish (from Rrapirrwuy) Dela Mununggurr, Chris Mununggurr, Peter Dunkley, Lisita 
Taulini, Rokula Marika, Renee Croton 
 
Previous Minutes Ratified and Matters Arising: Previous Minutes Approved 
 
 

 

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

1 Local Authorities   
 WELCOME: Banambi welcomes and greets everyone to the meeting and opens the meeting. 
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Item Details Actions 

Who When 

 
Meeting notes 
Banambi read out the list of names of nominated members for the Local Authority and explained 
that the Local Authority must be up and running by the 1st of July. Needs to be started by the 1st of 
July. 
Sharon Norris: Must be operating by the 1st July, but can start before the 1st of July if ready. 
Council needs to do the process of electing a Chair. 
Richard: The next step is to go through some policies and a code of conduct also a couple of forms 
to fill in your bank details as members will be paid for your time at meetings and also sign official 
commitment to service forms (once we have gone over the policies and your responsibilities) and 
you are happy with it, then you all need to sign the Commitment to Service documents. This 
document will then make you an official member of Local Authority Group. So we ideally we would 
have all the members together for a meeting to do that so can we make it after Easter? 
Graham Maymuru: Will be away for 5 days after Easter, but back on the 29th April. 
Richard: So we will call a meeting when we have all members back in the community as I think 
some are currently in Darwin at the moment too. There will be a weeks notice prior to meeting. Any 
questions? The last thing, minutes from last meeting to be moved and seconded. Moved by 
Barayawa and seconded by John Wunungmurra.  
 

 Action:  
 

 
 

 
 

2 Youth, Sport and Recreation Staff   
 Meeting Notes:  

Peter Dunkley: It’s Youth week this week and YSR have a full week of activities planned, Monday 
7th April, YSR had 21 kids down at the pool. Today (Wednesday 9th) YSR doing plaster casting and 
art activities at the Drop in Centre at Yirrkala. Friday YSR are taking kids to do mural painting in 
Nhulunbuy and will also be trying to visit the radio station with the kids, to try and get Yolngu radio 
programme up and going again with the local kids involved. Last Friday 4th April in the evening, 

Peter 
Dunkley 

Start 
organising 
Youth 
Committee 
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basketball was planned but had to be cancelled due to the lights meter box having been smashed. 
We are still going to run a BBQ and movie night at the Rec hall this coming Friday instead of 
basketball. The BBQ is a community BBQ and everyone is welcome. In last meetings minutes it 
was mentioned by YSR that we were requesting more help from community members to try and 
organise some cultural activities for the kids and to help have some input into the programmes 
running (as YSR cannot run these activities for the kids without help from Yolngu community 
members). YSR are having a lot of trouble finding adult Yolngu people to help with the programmes 
in Yirrkala. YSR concerned that the local Yirrkala children are losing social and cultural skills due to 
lack of interaction with Yolngu adults from the community. YSR are having a lot of trouble trying to 
engage adult Yolngu community members, and lacking positive contact with elder members. YSR 
are requesting help and suggestions from the CAB members about who may be interested to help 
and give ideas and support for cultural activities for the kids in Yirrkala. Otherwise we are limited to 
only sporting activities and discos etc.  
Graham Maymuru: Wants to see someone coach the kids on how to play basketball properly 
(learning the rules etc) and would personally like to see less Discos and more basketball. And that 
he has also put his hand up to be one of the community members willing to volunteer his time to 
help with the basketball and other cultural activities. Graham expressed a desire to see kids more 
involved in sporting activities because it can lead to bigger opportunities for the children of Yirrkala, 
and give the Yirrkala Yolngu community pride in the achievements of their children. 
Peter Dunkley: YSR will visit Graham at his workplace and organise dates and times to get 
basketball started again.  
Barnambi: Wants to see a programme (committee) started and the different Youth organisations to 
form one and communicate with each other to help address the issues Peter has just raised. Also to 
bring it to the attention of the Local Authority as a group, and raise the issues again. The Local 
Authority will give its full support. Work in with Night Patrol and Raypirri. 
Peter Dunkley: YSR also wanted some feedback on the Discos they have been holding. Djarpirri 
and Graham expressed concern about the fighting and kids sitting in the dark misbehaving. YSR 
feels this is an issue and also concerned about sniffing occurring at the discos too.  
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Irish form Raypirri Miwatj: Very willing to work in with EARC YSR team to help form the committee 
and address issues relating to youth; sniffing being the main concern at the moment. 
Peter Dunkley: Expressed a concern that forming a committee is a good idea, but it needs to have 
substance and needs to be pro-active, not just another committee/programme that doesn’t achieve 
anything. 
Also have a couple of young volunteers who YSR are hoping to move into paid positions as 
trainees – one young woman and one young man. 
 

 Action: Organise Youth Committee group to address the Yirrkala youth problems with the other 
youth related agencies in town. Bring to next LA meeting. 

  

3 Municipal and Operational Updates   
 Meeting Notes:  

Leigh Caffery: Table and chairs at Rika park have been installed and are made from milk cartons 
(recycling from the CAB grant last year). All bollards have been put in place (and now concreted in, 
a few more need re-concreting). Also after Djawa and Djarrpirri approached EARC with concerns 
for kids’ safety at church, the Yirrkala EARC Municipal Services have donated the extra bollards to 
the church for its lawn. 
David Maymuru: More speed bumps are getting within the next month. The community is at its 
cleanest after the cyclone threat. Act Sgt Alex Brennan commented on how impressive and tidy 
Yirrkala is. A lot of compliments have been coming in from other departments and community 
members about the tidiness of Yirrkala. 
Graham Maymuru: Raised concern over the mission grass in the community.  
Leigh Caffery: Garreth Wise at the nursery is seeking grants to eradicate all non-indigenous plants 
in the are and EARC working in with him and will continue to do so in the future. Leigh to go and 
see Graham tomorrow to talk more about the mission grass and the possibilities of burning it and 
how to deal with the problem and discuss the 5 year programme for eradicating pest weeds.  
Yirrkala Municipal Services is acquiring 2 new machines to enable the Municipal team to maintain 
the roads better (especially the edges of the roads). Installing more speed bumps within the next 

Leigh 
Caffery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leigh 
Caffery 

Complete 
works on 
Yirrkala 
speed 
humps etc 
 
 
 
Meet with 
Graham at 
Rangers 



CAB002   Version.1.2   Page 5 of 8    

Item Details Actions 

Who When 

month. Also Municipal Services will be numbering the wheelie bins in Yirrkala with their house 
numbers within the next month sometime. 
Having trouble at the oval, kids have smashed the meter box and it has cost $22, 000 to repair so 
far. The kids have smashed the power board and the irrigation for the oval. So there are no lights 
for the oval, no irrigation at the oval and no lights at the Basketball courts either.  
Barnambi: Questioned what was happening with the taxi ranks. 
Richard: The shire is still chasing the money to fund the project. The new Govt didn’t approve the 
grant but it is still in the plans, but right now we don’t have the money for it, but Shane Marshall is 
chasing a grant for it. 
Richard: A lot of damage/vandalism has occurred throughout the community in the last couple of 
weeks. The oval and basketball damage that has already been mentioned and with the damage 
being so extensive, we have to see about repairs and there is a possibility that we may lose the 
grass on the oval, which is very disappointing. Also the newly installed table and chairs at the park 
have been cut up in places with a knife and also graffitied as well with marker pen. The oval toilets 
have had holes smashed in the walls, they can now not be used due to privacy issues and it would 
have taken someone a long time (and a lot of effort) to cause these holes in the concrete besser 
block walls of the toilets. (Richard showed photos of all the damage to the meeting attendees). Very 
disappointing to see this happen after the hard work put in to install these things for the community. 
Richard: We are (EARC) are trying to become more a part of the community and accessible to the 
community. To help achieve this we have ordered a Big Shade cloth/Marque for events, festivals 
and maybe the evening markets or football matches to provide shade. Having liaised with a few 
other agencies regarding the local kids consuming unhealthy high-in-sugar drinks (e.g. Kool-c’s) we 
have purchased a slushy machine to have at events and the slushies are 99% sugar free real juice 
as a healthy alternative for Community Events. The slushy machine arrives in a few weeks. Also 
purchased out of the civic events budget, we have organised a BBQ trailer that can be hired out for 
a low fee to people wanting to cater at events (and allowing them to make a profit and for a possible 
small business). It has been custom made and the slushy machine is attached to it. The trailer can 
be towed by a car and used at Ski Beach etc, and anyone can hire it (private people or other 
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organisations e.g. church and life-savers club). A lectern was also purchased for hire as well for 
community events (Richard showed photos of all these purchase to board members).  
As far as the SSD updates, everything is running smoothly and well, nothing significant to add. 
Djarpirri: Stated how much she liked the new safety mirrors installed in Yirrkala by the EARC 
Yirrkala Municipal team. 
Richard: We have a road engineer coming to Yirrkala to assess the damage to the roads and work 
out the best solution to try and prevent them from deteriorating and how to build them better. A lot is 
due to the large volume of water, and the ground water does a lot of damage. 
The last meeting had mention of a cricket pitch, this is still in the plan, but we are trying to find 
money for this also. 
The radio down at the drop in centre is all fixed and we are going to install a disabled ramp so that 
the Steven Maymuru can gain access to the building, and be employed by us to be the radio 
announcer. Hopefully the ramp will be complete in a couple weeks time. Also we are installing a 
new Community PA system that will reach everywhere and everyone in town as the current set-up 
cannot be heard in certain areas of town. 

 Action:   
4 CAB Grant Project 

Richard: Every year we get some money for the CAB project. It is for all of you to decide what to 
do with the money and is there for community based projects. Last meeting the idea came up for a 
jumping castle for kids. Along with all the civic events purchases this is a good idea and will be a 
great opportunity to compliment these other things as we could use it in conjunction with the other 
promotional purchases we discussed earlier for events an festivals etc. A great opportunity to buy 
something for the kids and link the jumping castle with the YSR activities or use it as a reward for 
school attendance and help improve some of the community issues we are having with youth. So 
we looked one up on the internet and found a 10 meter long waterslide (shows photo) and it is 
easily assembled and easy to erect. Also a jumping castle which is a bit harder to pump up as it is a 
bit bigger and is about 3 metres tall (shows photo). These can be taken to Ski Beach or to the 
Homelands as well. The castle is about $4000 and the water slide is about $2500, they use them in 
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other councils and are made out of heavy duty long lasting material. So if you want to approve it, Mr 
President needs to move it and second it. Moved by Barnambi Wungumurra and seconded by 
Barayawa Mununggurr. 

 Meeting Notes:   
 Action:   
 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
Irish from Miwatj Raypirri: Introduces herself and Lynda and the team. Just attending meeting so 
that CAB members are aware that they want to offer support for the sniffing problem escalating in 
town amongst the youth. They are working in with School Attendance Officers and would welcome 
any ideas/suggestions form the other Youth related agencies i.e. night-patrol, EARC YSR, SAO’s. 
Barnambi: Just re-iterated the importance of the Youth group committee to form amongst these 
organisations and to bring them to the next LA meeting as a collective group to raise these issues. 
There needs to be cohesion with all departments.  
Lynda from Miwatj Raypirri: Informed all present that they have resources available for anyone 
concerned that are encouraging people to talk to them and try and access these resources.  
Irish: Stated the importance of support needed from parents and community elders to help stop this 
problem with the Yirrkala youth substance abuse and especially the sniffing occurring again 
recently and that parents need to have their children indoors at night. Irish and Lynda to meet with 
Peter and discuss working in together further. 
Irish: There has been 4 kids go to the clinic because they are so high on sniffing. Community 
members need to take ownership and be strong to tackle this problem. 
Djarrpirri: There was a 15 year old outside the church yelling at the church people who was also 
high from sniffing. 
Lynda: The damage from petrol sniffing is un-repairable; it is heartbreaking to see the results of 
this. 
Richard and Barnambi: Thankyou for coming and sharing that information with us. And Closed the 
meeting at 3:15 pm. 
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Date of next meeting: To be advised by Richard Fitowski 
Meeting Closed: closed at 3:15 pm 
Signed:                  (Chair) Name:                                             Date: 

 


