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1.  Start Time:  10.55 am, Opening Prayer by Elaine Guymun 

2.  ATTENDANCE  

Councillors:   Cr. Alfred Djawanydjawany (Golumala) and Cr. Kaye Thurlow,  

CAB Members:  Elaine Guymun (Djambarrpuyŋu),, Susan Dhäŋgal (Galpu), Don Wininba (Ḏäṯiwuy, Ŋaymil, 
Golumala & Marraŋu), Ted Marrawili & Dianne Biritjalawuy (Golumala), Beth Djandilŋa Thorne 
(Gupapuyŋu), Dorothy Bepuka (Gupapuyŋu Birrkili), Timothy Buthimaŋ (Wangurri) 

Apologies:  MaryNgandama, Daŋanbarr, Gundjarraŋbuy, Gudaltji, Garadhawal, Djalaŋgi 

3.  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Regular Participants:    Galiwin’ku SSM Michael Soler), Doug Peacock GEC Galiwin’ku. 

Invited Guests: Dr. Emma Kennedy and EASC Animal Management team,  Felicity and Menzies Health 
Research team.  

Observers: Nil  

Chair:  Cr. Djawanydjawany was elected acting chairperson for the day.  

ITEM 
No.  BUSINESS UNDER DISCUSSION ACTION 

BY WHOM - BY WHEN 

4.1 Guest Speakers  
Dr. Emma Kennedy and Team – Animal Management Story   
-    Emma introduced the team and explained some 

changes that will occur next year.  
- Emma then gave a presentation about 

‘Understanding Rabies’ alerting members about 
the possible threat of infected animals coming 
into our area.  

- An explanation of trials of putting GPS trackers 
on local dogs to understand where they travel in 
normal activities was given. Approval was sought 
for further tracking in 2014 on more local dogs.  

- All members approved for the acting chairperson 
to give written approval for the extended 
tracking program to go ahead. 

Dr. Emma Kennedy to organise 
a letter of approval for Cr. 
Djawanydjawany to sign. 
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4.2 Guest Speakers 
Felicity and the Menzies Health Research Team – 
Garambaka and Gundjirryirr  

– A presentation was given of the outcome of a 
small trial research about what children were 
eating, in an attempt to better understand 
causes of anaemia in children.  

– A small information ‘booklet’ was also 
provided with an explanation about the 
research that was done and the initial 
results. The main results indicated that while 
children are getting some foods with iron, 
they were not getting sufficient iron intake 
on a daily basis. The team then explained more 
details of the problems and effects that 
anaemia have on people, especially children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Community Reports  
5.1  Shire Services Manager’s Report Shire Service Manager’s 

report Michael & Wininba  
–   A update presentation from the Director of Technical Services 

was given on the ‘Smart board’. (see attachment 2)  
–  Roads upgrade stage 1 is almost complete, including the Buthan 

access road but more funds are being sought for stage 2 as 
soon as possible. Concerns were raised that work needs to be 
had to provide driveway access off the roads that already have 
water scouring along the road edges, such as Balpapalina 
Street. 

- Footpath has nearly been completed from ALPA store to the 
school. It was agreed that the SSM should negotiate with the 
Djambarrpuyŋu Translation Team (CSIS) representatives about 
establishing a new driveway access for the Translation Centre 
to come off Marrpandhangala Street rather than Riyalaŋura 
Road. 

- Social Housing update – surveys have been undertaken about 
what leaks are still occurring – more than over 100 leaks have 
been located and will soon be worked on – this action was a 
direct result of a letter sent from the October CAB meeting. 
Details of R & M received and actioned were presented – 
figures seemed to give an indication but may not be accurate. 
There has been more work done in the last four months than the 
previous eight months. Tenancy and property management 
contracts have been extended to March 2014 with EASC. 

- It was moved that the EASC President be asked to seek further 
funding to seal the Buthan access road and complete resealing 
the other roads, especially Gukuda and Wakirana Streets, that 
have not been done in stage 1 upgrade. Included in any funding 
is the need to upgrade the main road up the island to Gäwa. 

. 
5. 2  GEC/IEO Report 
Government Engagement Coordinator Doug Peacock  -  

- Doug raised an issue regarding a LIP refresh item referring to 
‘Developing Economic Opportunties’ – the proposed alternative 

 
SSM – Michael Soler to 
investigate how to improve 
driveway access into house lots 
off roads where storm water is 
washing edges of the newly 
resealed roads away. 
 
SSM – Michael Soler and Don 
Wininba to negotiate with 
Djambarrpuyŋu Translation 
Team (CSIS) representatives 
about establishing a new 
driveway access for the 
Translation Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEC – Doug Peacock toGo 
ahead with giving approval for 
the new wording to the LIP Item 
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wording was acceptable to the members in attendance, 
provided there is a focus on training leading to business and not 
just training without a job.  

- More support is being sought to assist with improving school 
attendance, Members raised an issue that further funding for an 
extension of the PACE (Parenting and Community 
Engagement) program or something similar would be helpful. 
The program needs to be community based rather than ‘outside’ 
programs. An issue that still remains is that the program being 
provided in the school needs to be more relevant and interesting 
to retain attendance for those who do attend school. 

referring to Developing 
Economic Opportunties. 

6.  6.1 Councillors’ Report  
• Cr. Kaye gave a report on the November EASC meeting, 

including a training program for councillors about budgeting.  
• Kaye also reported on her attendance at the LGANT meeting in 

Alice Springs as well as her attendance at the National Roads 
and Transport Conference where she was able to raise 
concerns that roads under the management of local government 
on ALRA (Aboriginal Land Rights Act) land were not receiving 
any funding, in fact were encountering extra costs and 
blockages to the detriment of Aboriginal people gaining road 
access to their own homelands. 

 

7.   GENERAL BUSINESS (if not covered in reports) 
7.1   Local Government Reform Actions – Local 

Authority Membership Kaye explained that how 
the community wishes to decide on membership of 
the ‘Local Authority’ needs to progress. She 
explained how the members who attend the Local 
Authority will be eligible for payment for 
attendance. It was decided that the 3 Gumurr 
Marthakal ward councillors will conduct 
meetings with clan and riŋgitj leaders in the 
near future, to decide on their 
representatives, including nominated ‘proxies’ 
if their nominated members are not available 
for any meeting. It was also agreed that the 
current 3 major groups (CAB, LRG and HRG) 
should all be included under the umbrella of 
the Local Authority. They raised the need for 
specific mentoring and training for the members 
of the Local Authority. It was agreed that once 
the membership of the Local Authority is 
confirmed, that this body should also replace 
the current membership of the Housing Reference 
Group. 
 

LUNCH WAS TAKEN FROM 1.10 to 1.40 pm 

7.2   Resignation of Aged & Disabled Centre 
Coordinator – Kaye informed members of the 
resignation of the current coordinator and that 
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after discussion with senior Yolŋu staff at 
Aged Care, it was decided the position should 
be officially advertised. This action was 
strong endorsed by the meeting members. Michael 
(SSM) confirmed that Mark Marlurri would be 
paid to be acting Coordinator in the meantime 
between the departure of Janice and the arrival 
of a new coordinator. 

7.3 2014 Meeting Dates and Plans for Community 
Advisory Board and Local Reference Group. It 
was agreed that joint meetings of CAB and LRG 
will commence  in February on Thursdays – 2nd 
week of the month  

- 13th February 
- 13th March 
- 10th April 
- 8th May 
- 12th June 
- the rest of the year to be decided in the 

new year.  
 

7.4 Update on Section 19 Leases approved for EASC. 
Michael had no update available at present. 
Kaye reported on a meeting with some members 
and AHED representatives regarding lot 82 
lease. More talk will be held before any 
building will be considered on that lot of 
land due to the lack of concensus among 
senior Yolŋu leaders who claim to have an 
authority regarding lot 82. 

7.5 Christmas and New Year arrangements and 
Activities – Shire workers and administration 
office (23rd December to 2nd January) not on 
duty or open except for emergency work –mail 
collection etc. Don Wininba will be acting 
SSM for any emergency needs. Urgent housing 
requests telephone numbers will be displayed 
outside the office. Some youth services 
programs will be running and limited rubbish 
collections will be done. TCU and Centrelink 
have their own hours of business.  

7.6 Any Other Business  
-  Australia Post – Michael raised the 

difficulties that EASC is having due to the 
contract with Australia Post being not 
enough money to do all the work that 
Galiwin’ku EASC staff need to do in managing 
the mail. Members indicated that the EASC 
should continue to be the Australia Post 
agency, even if there is a not sufficient 
income from Australia Post to cover all the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kaye  to contact Dr  Anne 
Lowell to organise an approval 
letter to be prepared and 
signed by Cr. Djawanydjawany. 
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costs. 
-  CDU Research Team (see attachment 4) request 

approval to do a research project regarding 
Hearing Health staff and use of interpeters 
when staff are talking with children. It was 
agreed that the acting Chairman would sign a 
letter giving approval for this requested 
research project. 

8. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
         17/10/13 and Business Arising  - Minutes of the C.A.B. 
meeting of 17/10/13 were presented and distributed. Moved Guymun, 
seconded Kaye Thurlow that the minutes be accepted and approved. 
All in favour. 

Confirmed copy of minutes to 
be sent to Ben Waugh by SSM. 

9. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME There were no questions.  

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING – 13th February 2014 Invited guests for next meeting to be decided. 

Meeting closed at 2.40 pm 
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Attachment 1: Attendance Sheet of Members 12th December 2013 
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Attachment 2: Shire Services Manager / Technical Services Report 
12/12/13 

 

 

Technical Services Update 

Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board 

Thursday the 12th of December 
Contained below are updates from the Technical Services Department on 
the distributed agenda business items as well as some additional 
updates. 

Background 

The Technical Services Department are responsible for the day to day 
management of a range of key operations shire wide including, 

• Social and EASC housing / asset maintenance 
• Tenancy and lease management 
• Roads Infrastructure 
• Waste collection 
• Environmental Health 
• Capital works 
• Fleet Management  
• Animal Control 
• Additional contract arrangements 

 

. 
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Roads Upgrade Update 

 

Stage 1 roads resealing program is now complete. This program has seen the reconstruction and bitumen 
reseal of the majority of internal road in accordance with a community prioritisation.  

Works on Buthan Road will be complete by the end of the week. These works have seen a correction of the 
roads formation to enhance drainage and a resheet of gravel to improve the durability and surface of the 
road. These works were done to improve safety and amenity. The Shire will continue to work with Doug 
Peacock and Government agencies in order to secure funds to eventually seal this road.  
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Request: Community Advisory Board is requested to  provide feedback on the stage 1 reseal / re sheet 
works that have been undertaken to ensure the CAB are happy with the process and the results to date in 
order to make any improvements in these area’s prior to the start of stage 2 works (as identified in the CAB 
priority roads list) in the future. 

 

Stage 1 footpath works are now complete. 

 

  

 

 

 

Social Housing Update Galiwin’ku  

 

 

Community Housing Officers (Ashton and Stephen) have been undertaking inspections of housing over the 
last month in Galiwinku as part of the Water Leak Program that has been jointly initiated by PAWC, Dept of 
Housing and EASC. This has involved the CHO’s going from house to house to check water fittings and 
report leaks where found. This information is given to a plumbing contractor working in Galiwinku who fixes 
the leaks. The CHOs have visited the majority of houses in Galiwinku and have found nearly a hundred 
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water leaks. This work has been important for the community of Galiwinku because the water tanks and 
pipes cannot keep up with demand. 

Since the last report made to the Community Advisory Board in Galiwinku there has been a lower number of 
maintenance requests being made through the EASC housing office. The last report to the CAB showed 452 
maintenance requests were made between 1st June and 14 August. However of these requests 362 were 
made by tenants living in community housing; the rest were made by contractors or Council staff. In the 
latest report 15th August until 11th December the number of requests has dropped to 402 with only 226 
maintenance requests received from tenants. The breakdown of the maintenance requests is as follows: 

Community Housing Officer 120 

External 13 

External Contractor 43 

Tenant 226 

Total 402 

It is also worth noting that the number of maintenance requests received by EASC since the last CAB 
meeting is lower than for the same period last year and lower than the average received during the last year. 
In the same period last year EASC was receiving on average 5 maintenance requests per day and 4.6 per 
day on average in the last year. Since the 14th of August this there has been on average 4.3 requests per 
day. 

Since the 14th August there have 560 maintenance jobs reported as completed by contractors working at 
Galiwinku. The breakdown of these is as follows: 

Immediate 189 

Planned 104 

Routine 267 

Total 560 

 

Carpentry 64 

Electrical 183 

Grounds Maintenance 2 

Pest Control 100 

Plumbing 211 

Total 560 

The quantity of maintenance completed at Galiwinku since August 14 is significantly higher in comparison 
with maintenance being undertaken over the last twelve months. Since 11th December last year there have 
900 jobs completed on community housing at Galiwinku which means that 63% of maintenance work carried 
out in the last twelve months has been done in the last four months. This is likely because a number of the 
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initiatives undertaken by the Department of Housing (such as termite treatment follow ups) have been done 
in this time. 

 

 

In recent weeks the Shire have been approached by the Department to 
undertake another extension to the TMA and PMA contract – council have 
agreed to continue this service up until the 3rd of March. 

By this stage we hope that the Department has made a decision  regarding 
the public tender submissions and the successful applicants. 

 

 

I do apologise to the Cab for the shortness of the report due to my 
absence over the last 2 weeks due to illness. 

 

And i will provide a more comprehensive report to the next Meeting. 

 

On behalf of the Technical Services Team we wish all the Cab members and 
there families all the very best for Christmas, and all the very best of 
health and happiness for the New Year and beyond. 

 

 

 

Regards  

 

Shane Marshall  

Director of Technical Services  

 


