
 

 

 

 
 

Mission 
 
 

A strong reliable and responsible Shire Council that will 
support the people of East Arnhem by providing a 

range of high quality services that lead to community, 
cultural, economic and environment wellbeing. 

 
 

Core Values 
Respect 

Professionalism 
Results 
Integrity 

Innovation 
Engagement 
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EAST ARNHEM SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Special Meeting Of Council of the East Arnhem Shire 
Council will be held at the Teleconference on Monday,  7 March 2011 at  10:00am. 
 
 
 
 
Ian Bodill 
Chief Executive Officer 
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

ITEM NUMBER 4.1 

TITLE Electoral Representation Review - Final Ward 
Names 

REFERENCE 207459 

AUTHOR Bruce Moller, Governance Manager         
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Following on from the January 27th Ordinary Council Meeting there remained two 
outstanding actions in relation to the confirmation of proposed Ward names to enable the 
final report to the Minister to be completed and submitted prior to 31 March 2011. Council 
may recall that it gave the CEO approval to liaise with the Communities of Gapuwiyak, and 
Groote Eylandt to seek confirmation on final ward names. This report now seeks Councils 
final endorsement for the proposed new Ward names.  

 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
NAME FOR PROPOSED WARD 4 ( Gapuwiyak Community and associated areas ). 
 
The CEO, Shire President and other senior staff visited Gapuwiyak Community on the 7th 
February where the proposed name for Ward 4 was discussed at a community meeting with 
Mala Leaders. It was agreed at this meeting that the name for proposed Ward 4 would be 
Gumurr Miyarrka.  
 
NAME FOR PROPOSED WARD 6 ( Groote Eylandt Communities ). 
 
The other proposed ward name that is still outstanding from the Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on 27 January 2011 was for Groote Eylandt. A series of Community Meetings were held 
recently at Umbakumba ( 22 February ) and Angurugu ( 23 February ) to discuss possible 
naming options for proposed Ward 6. Progress was made but still no final community 
agreement on an appropriate name. 
 
At the time of writing this report a combined Meeting at of all 3 Community Advisory Boards  
( CAB’s ) for Groote Eylandt is scheduled at Angurugu Community for Wednesday 2nd March 
and this forum offers a great opportunity to seek community advice on this matter and obtain 
final agreement. 
 
It was subsequently agreed at this combined Groote Eylandt CAB meeting held on the 2nd 
March that the name for proposed Ward 6 would be Anindilyakwa ( same as current ). 
 
GENERAL 
 
Following the 27 January 2011 Ordinary Council Meeting discussion has also arisen at the 
Ramingining Community regarding the proposed Ward 2 name. Council resolved to name 
the Ramingining and associated areas as Gumurr Rawarrang. 
 
Both Ramingining Councillors have had further discussions with community members and 
the SSM Ben Waugh, and are recommending that Council give further consideration to an 
additional two alternate Ward names for proposed Ward 2.  
 
 
 



SPECIAL MEETING  7 MARCH 2011  

 

- 5 - 

 
 
 
The main reason given by the people of Ramingining relates to the original name of Gumurr 
not being correct “ as it was a word used by visitors to this land ”. 
 
To summarise we now have three options for a proposed ward 2 name for the Ramingining 
Community and surrounding areas – these are: 
 
Option A Beri Rawarrang ( per suggestion Cr Ronnie Barramala ) 
 
Option B Birr Rawarrung ( per suggestion Cr Jack Gurralpa ) 
 
Option C Gumurr Rawarrang ( current Council resolution per 27 January 2011 Ordinary 

Meeting ) 
 
Unfortunately it was not possible to contact both Cr Ronnie Barramala and Cr Jack Gurralpa 
to further discuss and seek agreement and determine the final spelling of Options A and B 
prior to this meeting.      
 
Council may wish to discuss these options further and it is suggested that both Cr 
Ronnie Barramala and Cr Jack Gurralpa may be able to provide additional information on 
the day as to the alternate names. 
 
Our final Electoral Representation Review report is due with the Minister on or before 
31 March 2011 and it is important to reach a decision on these outstanding ward names 
today so that these changes can be incorporated into the report.        
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
( a ) Agrees to the proposed Ward 4 name of Gumurr Miyarrka 
 
( b )  Agrees to the proposed Ward 6 name to be Anindilyakwa ( same as current ) 
 
( c )  Agrees to a new name for proposed Ward 2 ……………………., and rescinds the 
 previous Council resolution 006 / 2011 ( part e ) with reference to proposed Ward 
 2 name of Gumurr Rawarrang, or confirms that the existing resolution stands.    
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Extract - EASC Ord Mtg Minutes of 27-1-11 - Resolution 62011.pdf   
  



Attachment 1 Extract - EASC Ord Mtg Minutes of 27-1-11 - Resolution 62011.pdf 
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

ITEM NUMBER 4.2 

TITLE Flexible Aged Care Service Provider Forum 

REFERENCE 207833 

AUTHOR Dale Keehne, Director Community Services         
 
SUMMARY: 
The Department of Health and Ageing has extended an invitation for a Shire Councillor to 
attend the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flexible Aged Care Service 
Provider Forum in Brisbane on 5th – 6th May 2011. Council is asked to nominate which 
Councillor it would like to attend the forum. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

East Arnhem Shire Council operates Mungkadinamanja Flexible Care Service, a 10-bed 
facility in Angurugu with funding from the federal Department of Health and Ageing (DOHA). 
The centre currently provides day respite and planning is underway to extend this to 24/7 
respite for people from Groote Eylandt who are frail aged and have a disability. 

Planning continues for the development of a 10-bed Flexible Care Service in Nhulunbuy 
which will provide respite for people in the remainder of the region. The Shire was funded to 
do a scoping study on behalf of DOHA. This has been completed and in December 2010 the 
Department met with stakeholders in Nhulunbuy to discuss the concept plans. 
 
GENERAL 
 

DOHA is holding a forum for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flexible Aged Service 
providers on 5th – 6th May 2011 in Brisbane. It has invited three people from East Arnhem 
Shire to attend. 

The invitation is for the Aged and Disability Services Regional Manager, Shirley Shepherd, 
Mungkadinamanja Flexible Care Service Coordinator, Margaret Allgood and one Shire 
Councillor. The Department of Health and Ageing will pay airfares and accommodation 
costs. 

Agenda items at the forum will include planning for the future, supporting culture, a range of 
staffing issues, budgets and reporting, providing good service / best practice, building design 
and establishing new services. 

This is a valuable opportunity for EASC to be involved at a national level in current and 
planned developments in flexible aged care. The number and level of need of frail aged and 
people with a disability in the East Arnhem region is growing due to a range of multiple 
underlying health conditions, population and other factors.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

That Council nominates Councillor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ to attend the National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Flexible Aged Care Service Provider Forum in Brisbane on 
5th – 6th May 2011.  

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
There are no attachments for this report.     


