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             MINUTES OF MEETING 8
th

 December 2010 

                   Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board 
of 

East Arnhem Shire Council 
 

  DETAILS        ACTION

Meeting commenced at 10.30 am in the council office meeting room. 

1. Opening prayer led by Dorothy Bepuka. The members present 

elected James Bäyuŋ to act as Chairperson for the meeting. Apologies 

were received from Kenny Djekurr, Gäli Yalkarriwuy, Nigel 

Barrakawuy and Chris Wanambi.  

 

 

2. Those in attendance were Geoffrey Rronaŋ Garrawurra 

(Liyagawumirr), Elaine Guymun  Shaun Dhamarrandji and Paul 

Buwaŋbuwaŋ (Djambarrpuyŋu), Dianne Biritjalawuy (Golumala), 

Bobby Nyikamula (Wangurri), Jane Garrutju and Helen Nyomba 

(Golpa), Dorothy Bepuka & James Bäyuŋ (Gupapuyŋu/Birrkili), 

Marrayurra (Dhalwaŋu), Nancy Gudaltji, Dorothy Yuŋgirrŋa & Karen 

Baŋarrapa (Warramiri), Peter Marwurr (Gumatj)Don Wininba (Datiwuy 

& Councillor), Mavis Daŋanbarr (Liyagawumirr & Councillor) and 

Kaye Thurlow (Councillor). 

 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting 13
th

 October. 2010 were approved. 

Business from these minutes was discussed –  

Roads and Lights – Kaye reported that Errol Montaro of EASC 

inspected our concerns regarding security lights needed at the front of 

ALPA store. He is looking into the matter. He also reported that Power 

and Water are carrying out a survey on street lighting. Regarding no 

action on roads it was agreed that we would write to the CEO to have a 

detailed report on plans for road works in the township and the main road 

to Gäwa for 2011 to be presented at the council meeting in January 2011. 

The letter should refer to the ‘L.I.P.’ plans as well as shire and NT 

government strategic plans. Councillors to report back in February. 

Police plan regarding Gambling – OIC Joe Hart did not attend. Kaye 

apologized for not personally reminding him of the meeting. It was 

agreed to invite him to the February meeting. It was also agreed to raise 

concerns that many people have about un-licensed and dangerous driving 

both in the town and up the island. 

 

Letter to shire CEO 

asking for a detailed 

plan of action on 

roads for 2011 to be 

presented at the 

January council 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Letter to OIC 

Galiwin’ku police 

with invitation to 

report at Feb. 

meeting and 

concerns about 

drivers. 

4. Shane Flanigan – Community Support Officer, Alcohol & Other 

Drugs Program East Arnhem  

Shane presented details of what and how a Management Plan for 

Galiwin’ku could be introduced. After listening to the presentation it was 

agreed to give approval in principle for the plan to be legalized, provided 

that other significant groups – Makarr Dhuni and Marthakal Mala 

Leaders also supported the action. Shane stated that the process is slow 

and that the final plan will be brought back to the CAB for final approval. 

5.  Kathy Sadler – EASC Business Development Manager   

Kathy introduced herself to the members as the position is a new one for 

the shire. Initially she is looking at what businesses are operating such as 

ALPA and Marthakal Business Enterprises. The federal government is 

 

 

Letter to Shane 

confirming our 

decision to support 

the plan. 
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encouraging the development of Aboriginal businesses and funds are 

available. Small grants are available from the Office of Women’s Affairs 

for 2011. Kathy is hoping to continue to encourage all groups including 

the shire, Government Business Managers, local communities and 

government agencies to work together to support Aboriginal  business 

development. 

 

6.  John Ives – Shire Services Manager for Galiwin’ku – Funding 

grants approved for Galiwin’ku. 

John reported that the following grants have been approved to be 

managed by the shire- Community Multi Purpose Hall $4.3 million, Aged 

Care Facility upgrade $1.7 million, Change Rooms and Toilets for Sports 

Oval $300,000. 

 

 

7.  Lunch was taken at 12.30 and the meeting was moved to the 

Church/Community lawns due to a previous booking of the council 

meeting room. Meeting recommenced at 1.00pm 

 

 

8.  Robert Johnson – GBM Report.  

Robert reported that there was a need for the Galiwin’ku Governance 

Group (LRG) to meet to discuss the LIP (Local Implementation Plan) 

which has now been approved by the Australian and NT governments as 

well as the East Arnhem Shire Council. It was agreed that a meeting 

would be held on Thursday 9
th

 December at 9.00 am. Robert also 

reported that the Marthakal Health Services had commenced building 

their new office and clinic with funds received in a grant. 

 

 

9.  Shire Councillors Reports.  

Don Wininba -  reported that progress on the Rubbish Dump and 

Cemetary sites had stopped while NLC and Territory Alliance clarify the 

exact GPS coordinates. There is a need to bury all the rubbish already at 

he current site. (Some members asked that organised recycle plans be 

implemented for the future.) He also reported that 5 Galiwin’ku boys 

have been selected to go to Darwin to play AFL, sponsored by Skinny 

Fish and ALPA. ALPA has also provided the mobile cool room for use at 

funerals to store the body. East and West Arnhem Shire Councils have 

continued to work together and support each other. Some Numbulwar 

residents have asked for Numbulwar to join East Arnhem Shire, it is 

already with Miwatj Health. 

Mavis Daŋanbarr said that East Arnhem Shire Council is now 2 years old 

and doing well. She wants to continue to listen to the community 

concerns. She was proud to report on the success of Galiwin’ku being 

awarded grants for funding the upgrade of the Aged Care, the change 

rooms for the oval and the new Multi Purpose Community Hall. 

Kaye Thurlow (Deputy President EASC) reported on her attendance at 

LGANT (Local Government Association of NT) and Tiwi Island Shire 

Council meetings and/or workshops. She also reported that the shire is 

carrying out a survey about the electoral boundaries and voting system in 

preparation for the next election in 2012. If any changes are to be 

recommended they need to be tabled in the NT parliament by Mar. 2011.  
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10. Garrutju - Galiwin’ku Sewerage Ponds upgrade Kaye gave a 

summary of a letter sent to the shire from the Gandaŋu Clan Nation 

objecting to the proposed upgrade of the Galiwin’ku Sewerage ponds, 

including plans to pipeline outflows from the ponds into the Caddell 

Straits. Garrutju further explained the proposal and the concerns that they 

had regarding the proposal. It was moved that the Galiwin’ku CAB 

strongly support the Gandaŋu Clan Nation and notify the EASC CEO and 

president as well as the Gandaŋu Clan Nation of this support. 

 

Letter to shire CEO 

and copy to 

Gandaŋu Clan 

Nation supporting 

their objections. 

11. Galiwin’ku Community Advisory Board training and support 

– Kaye reported that  shire officers consider we are operating as well or 

better that any other Community Advisory Board, but intend to set up a 

template to be used for writing up minutes. 

 

 

12. Other Business 

Glenn Dhälirri – Aboriginal Tobacco Action Worker with Miwatj Health, 

reported on the work he is doing in trying to encourage smokers to quit or 

reduce their smoking and to discourage young people from starting 

smoking. He has a project to seek all shops in Galiwin’ku to make 

Wednesday 15
th

 December as a No Sale of Cigarettes and Tobacco Day. 

The CAB strongly supported his project. 

Garrutju asked if there were any plans or funds to carry out repairs and 

maintenance to the Church outdoor stage as it was damaged and unsafe in 

some areas. It was agreed that letters would be written to the Marthakal 

CDEP manager to see if there was any possibility to do something similar 

to what they were able to do for the church building last year. 

 

Letter to Galiwin’ku 

shops supporting the 

proposal for No 

Smokes Sales day. 

 

 

 

Letter to Marthakal 

CDEP manager 

regarding Church 

outdoor stage 

repairs. 

13. Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 9
th

 February 2011. 

Kaye incorrectly put the wrong date on the notice of the December 

meeting agenda.  

Meeting closed at 2.05pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


